486        CORRECTION  OF   SOME   MIS STATEMENTS

unquestionably the hero of Seringapatara, the
gallant officer who Jed the assault., was entitled to
a very different fate from that of being superseded
in the command,, almost before the sweat was
wiped from the brow which he had adorned with
the laurels of victory."

If any fault can be found for the rapidity with
which General Baird was relieved after the duties
of the assault were over., he is alone to be blamed.
It was his own particular request to the Coin-
mander-in-Chief that he might be relieved that
night, and the message was sent to General Harris
through Major Beatson^, literally before the sweat
was wiped from General Baird's victorious brow.
Nor was the request unnatural. General Baird
and his brave companions had borne the heat and
burden of that day, and it was fair, both in him
and them, to wish that the painful duties of
burying the dead, relieving the wounded, exe-
cuting plunderers, and restoring order, should be
performed by other hands. But General Harris
did not deem it expedient that they should be
relieved that very night, for the reasons given in
page 41-9 of this Memoir, The course he pursued
was in the ordinary routine of military duty,
and without the slightest reference to the civil
qualities of the officer who should relieve General
Baird. It has been already shown in this
Memoir, that when General Harris received the

* See General Baird's Letter, 6th May, 1799, p. 413.